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will there could be no activity, no efficient causation, no material universe." The 

universe is thus the eternal expression of the divine will. But what is the purpose 

realised in creation ? The activity of the divine will precludes the notion of a blindly 

working nature. As creation is the eternal self-revelation of God, the supreme and 

preconceived end of all things must be the glory of God. But man is indispensable 

for the attainment of God's glory, and therefore the end of nature as a realised 

scheme of divine ideas is the production of man. The volitional and teleological 

arguments as thus stated by the author are consistent with the theory of evolution 

developed by Darwin, but they may be combatted on other grounds connected with 

the conditions of the existence of God as one with Nature. With this observation, 

we must leave Professor Schurman's very thoughtful book which, although for the 

reasons we have stated, not conclusive, presents the theistic argument with great 

clearness and in its strongest form. ?. 

Judaism and Christianity. A Sketch of the Progress of Thought from Old Testa 

ment to New Testament. By Crawford Howell Toy. Boston : Little, Brown 

& Co. 1890. 

This work is another contribution to that genuine history which is alone com 

petent to impart any true instruction. In it the author undertakes to give an account 

of the genesis of Christianity as a child of Judaism. 

It seems to be the thesis of the author that those conceptions and beliefs that 

characterise any form of religion are rather determined by the social evolution than 

that the social progress and its features are determined by the evolution of ideas 

among which the religious ideas are specially influential. In his introduction the 

author sketches out his view of the general laws of social progress as the same are 

related to religious thought. He notices in history the tendency of ethnic religions 

to give way to or to develop into universal religions, and argues that Christianity is 

destined to overcome all its rivals and prevail universally. This kind of a conclu 

sion is a natural one to follow from the theory that the character of thought is de 

termined by social circumstances and progress. But if it be true that the special 

course of the evolution of thought and its characteristic form at any epoch is de 

termined by causes that are uncontrolled by social conditions, that as between 

thought and society thought is the masterful factor, then quite another conclusion 

may ensue. But the dubitable nature of the main thesis of the work does not much 

detract from the great excellence of the work in general. As a history of the evolu 

tion of Jewish religious conceptions and beliefs from the very first until the estab 

lishment of Christianity, it is in the highest degree interesting and instructive. 

After a discussion of the literature of the Jews and the formation of the canon, 

the author proceeds to describe in full detail the nature genesis and mutations of 

the cardinal religious doctrines as they revealed themselves to the Israelite, Jewish, 

and early Christian insight. The entire body of the data are interpreted in con 

sonance with the modern scientific idea of the organic nature of society. Jesus is 
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regarded as the master spirit that created the Christian Church, and Paul whom 

many would install as the real author of the same is accordingly given only a second 

place. Altogether it may be said that Professor Toy has given us a most valuable con 

tribution to religious history and to the scientific interpretation of the same. poA. 

Pronaos to Holy Writ. Establishing, on Documentary Evidence, the Author 

ship, Date, Form, and Contents of each of its Books, and the Authenticity of 

the Pentateuch. By Isaac M. Wise. Cincinnati : Robert Clarke & Co. 1891. 

Rabbi Isaac Wise, the president of the Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati 

and the Nestor of Orthodox Judaism in America, presents in the " 
Pronaos to Holy 

Writ" a review of the Biblical books with comments as to th?ir authenticity and 

the times in which they were written. Having read these "books and every word 

thereof in the original for a term of sixty-six years, i. e. from boyhood up to his 

seventy-second birthday," and having 
" 

acquainted himself with all the ancient ver 

sions and commentaries and a large portion of the modern translations and com 

mentaries of the Bible," the author is entitled to be heard. Rabbi Wise is a stern 

monotheist and he declares : ' ' 
God only did create light out of darkness ; man can 

not produce truth out of fiction, unless in his self-delusion problematic truth satis 

fies him. All so-called gems of truth buried under the quicksand of fiction and de 

ception are problematic at best, if not supported by authoritative corroborants." 

This is true. All truth depends upon verification. We cannot make truth, but 

must find it, we must be able to corroborate it, and the corroborants of truth are 

its authority. Dr. Wise's idea of a corroborant is different from ours, he says : 
' ' 
No one can speak conscientiously of Bible truth before he knows that the Bible 

is true, and especially in its historical data." This seems to indicate that we must 

have a belief in the truth of the Bible before we investigate it and that moral 

truths, the ethics, the philosophy of the Bible depend upon its historical data. We 

cannot go so far with the author of the Pronaos. Dr. Wise says : "The science 

commonly called Modern Biblical Criticism, actually Negative Criticism which 

maintains on the strength of unscientific methods that the Pentateuch is not com 

posed of original Mosaic material, no Psalms are Davidian, no Proverbs Solomonic, 

the historical books are unhistorical, the prophecies were written post festum, there 

was no revelation, inspiration, or prophecy, must also maintain that the Bible is 

a compendium of pious or even impious frauds, wilful deceptions, unscrupulous 

misrepresentations." Dr. Wise thought it necessary to meet Negative Criticism 

with the documentary evidence and for this purpose he wrote his Pronaos, which 

is to be an entrance-hall to the Temple of Biblical Truth. We do not side with 

the negativism of certain biblical critics, for we believe that historical investiga 

tions have proved large portions of the Pentateuch to be Mosaic, several psalms to be 

Davidian, and the historical books to contain as much history as many old historical 

books contain. We believe that they have to be judged and searched and com 

mented just as much and in the same spirit of scientific inquiry as our philologists 
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